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can hardly be the case, for he knows himself to be still in
office. He cannot do otherwise than make some answer to
the President's communication respecting him.

The President informed me a few days since that Stan-
ton's bull against Sherman for the treaty with Johnston
was without his authority or knowledge. That being the
fact, it was a piece of arrogance and impudence which at
the time ought to have been rebuked. Supposing it to have
been issued with the sanction of the President, I had with
others submitted to it as an administrative measure and
attempted to justify it.

The House of Representatives soon after Congress met
passed a resolution to curtail work at the navy yards. It
came opportunely, for we were about issuing orders to
reduce work, which always creates distress at this season.
I was not unwilling that Congress, which is captious
towards the Department, should take its share of respons-
ibility when its resolution was uncalled-for and passed for
self-glorification. As I expected, the dismissed workmen
are full of complaints and suffering, and to some extent
have annoyed the Members.

Senator Nye introduced while I was sick a bill to estab-
lish a Board of Survey, in other words a Board of Admir-
alty, to be composed of the Admiral, or Vice-Admiral, as
president, and two rear-admirals. This Board is to super-
vise and control the bureaus, and virtually supersede the
Secretary. It is to perform no labor and to be exempt
from all responsibility. I have no difficulty in tracing the
origin of this bill to Vice-Admiral Porter, who is uneasy,
scheming, ambitious, wasteful in expenditure, partial and
prejudiced as regards officers, a most unfit administrator
of civil affairs, though brave and full of resources as a com-
mander. For two or three weeks he had charge of the
Bureau of Detail, and his action was demoralizing and
injurious.

As Superintendent of the Naval Academy he has been
efficient, because there has been much to do, and he has